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YEAR 5 FIELD TRIPS
M
During the past two weeks both our classes enjoyed exciting adventures on the Chao Phraya aboard the Magic Eyes Barge. The s
trip involved lots of science, history and geography work as well as an opportunity to cook, clean and play together. <
G
They say a picture paints a thousand words so we will let our pictures do the talking....enjoy! R
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Learning on board

Making bricks from river mud and rice husks — just like
the old days

Mission Statement
To identify and develop the potential of each student, provide them with the best achievable qualifications and prepare
them for a successful and happy life as responsible members of the global and local community.



Hiking in the Khao
Y ai Bainforegt

Hiking was the thing | liked most on the Khao Yai trip
because nature is so interesting. | even found a leech
crawling on my leg and there were lots of trees that |
didn’t know before, for example the Kritsana tree. If
the bark is damaged, the tree lets out a liquid with a
fragrant smell.
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KANCHANABURI TRIP

It was the morning of 18 January when we started our trip, and for 5 hours we had to lie down in the bus sleeping and listening
to music. To tell the truth, the bus drive wasn’t the most pleasant part of the trip. Lots of girls were singing Lady Gaga songs and

the bus smelled. That’s why we were so happy when we got out of the bus!

The hotel, on the other hand, was a delightful experience. We liked our room and our friends. The food was below my

expectations but | was delighted to actually have something to eat as | was starving!

After lunch we went to the Bridge on the River Kwai which we had to walk over. We were very scared! After the walk we had
activities to do which included asking questions of travellers, taking pictures and drinking coke! That night we felt as if we were
in drama class and we enjoyed all the games.

The next day we were scheduled to go to the memorial museum and hike along the Death Railway. What an exhausting
experience we had that day! | will never forget it. | felt that falling down the mountain would be better than hiking this railway.
A realisation of why it was called ‘Hellfire Pass” came to me. When | got the chance to take a shower later it felt as if | was
walking on clouds.

On the last day, we went to the war cemetery and answered the questions in our booklets. | tried to find a Korean POW grave

but failed. After all that it was, again, the 5 hour bus ride back to Bromsgrove.

This was a memorable trip which will never be forgotten.

Lyla and Chloe
Year 9 Students
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SCIENCE REPORT

Year 10 Trip to the Maekok River Village Resort (MRVR)

Once again, an unforgettable experience for students and teachers, the MRVR project is one of the most well established field
study centres in Thailand, with a purpose-built student ‘village’” and also a luxurious tourist resort, ideally located on the banks
of the Maekok River.

At BIST, all students in Year 10 study IGCSE Double Award Co-ordinated Science, and this trip provides us with a perfect
opportunity to carry out exciting biology fieldwork in the forests and streams of Northern Thailand.

Macro-invertebrates are often used as an indicator of water quality, so we spent many happy hours fishing for bugs in clean
mountain streams, and comparing our results with the numbers of bugs caught in polluted city waterways. Identifying
invertebrates is also a great way to practise using the Linnaean classification system — using dichotomous keys and binomial
nomenclature.

There were so many exciting activities during the week, and here is a list of the main highlights for our young scientists:

e Using our invertebrate data to calculate Simpson’s Biodiversity Index — only to find out that the formula provided was
upside down!

e« Measuring oxygen saturation of the water with our trusty BIST datalogger — we were amazed to find that oxygen
levels varied from 98% (near the surface of a clean waterfall) to below 30% in stagnant mud).

e Using barium sulphate as a settling agent and Universal Indicator to check soil pH. Managed forest soils were very
slightly acidic.

« We even learned how to carry out a basic soil profile using only one slightly wet finger and a clean sheet of paper.

The data that we collected on the trip will be used in Year 11 lessons on food webs and feeding relationships — so please hold on
to the student workbooks for your science lessons next year. It was very encouraging to see so many students working carefully
to obtain useful results — a sure sign that we are working with academic rigour, discipline, flair and respect!

With thanks to Moses.

Mr Foakes
Head of Science

SOME MEMORABLE QUOTES FROM THE YEAR 10 TRIP

Travel and Tourism Year 10

“We learnt so much from this fascinating trip. The experience of teaching, learning about tourism and the
culture and geography of the area was really interesting and is something which we will never forget.”

Geography Year 10

“We felt like real geographers in discovering that geography is not limited to the classroom. The fieldwork
provided real insight into how rivers work. We really enjoyed the experience!”

Biology Year 10

“Pass me the oxygen probe!”

Mission Statement
To identify and develop the potential of each student, provide them with the best achievable qualifications and prepare
them for a successful and happy life as responsible members of the global and local community.





