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HAPPY LOY KRATHONG FROM EARLY YEARS!
Our Loy Krathong celebrations at Early Years this year were a little more subdued than usual because of 

the period of mourning for the Supreme Patriarch – but we still had fun!
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FROM THE HEAD OF EARLY YEARS
Dear Parents

The children have had a lovely time celebrating Halloween and Loy Krathong 
since our last Newsletter. Everyone dressed-up for Halloween and there were 
as many princess and superhero outfits as there were skeletons and pump-
kins! A range of Halloween-themed activities were completed and enjoyed by 
all classes throughout the day and Year 1 and Year 2 children spread special 
Halloween greetings through visiting other classes and the school office for 
scary treats.

Many parents attended our presentation on the curriculum this week in ad-
dition to celebrating Loy Krathong on Thursday 14 November. If you were 
unable to attend this event, please collect a copy of the Curriculum Guide for 
Parents from the school office.

Following the worst storm ever recorded to hit land in the Philippines late 
last week, we have started raising funds to help the victims of the disaster 
as a whole school. All BIST children wore clothes of their choice to school 
on Friday 15 November in exchange for a donation of 100 Baht towards this 
worthy cause. We raised over 11,500baht, and thank you for your generosity. 
We will also be holding a cake sale on Tuesday 19 November to raise further 
funds. All donations are very welcome.

We are always looking at additional ways in which to keep parents informed 
and I am very excited to announce that an ‘Early Years Blog’ is in the process 
of being created. Early Years Staff are working closely with Mr Hari Denton 
(Bromsgrove’s Technology Integration Facilitator) and I look forward to giving 
you further information on how to access the new Blog in the near future.

Additional charity and informative events have been added to the Early Years 
events calendar since the beginning of term, so please make note of the fol-
lowing important dates:

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Philippines Disaster Appeal Cake Sale – 19 November
Breakfast with Dad – 4 December
Parents’ Consultations – 9 December
Charity Fun Run (at Windsor Park) – 10 December
Christmas Concert – 12 December
Santa Visit/Christmas Dinner and Class Parties – 13 December

I hope to see you all at as many of these events as possible.

Kind regards
Mrs Emma John
Head of Early Years

Click here to see more photos
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PRE-NURSERY LADYBIRDS 
NEWS
Pre-Nursery Ladybirds, together with Pre-Nursery Butter-
flies, explored their senses around school in October. The 
children have used their hands, mouths, noses, ears, and 
eyes to find out more about the world.

As well as playing listening games in our music sessions, 
Pre-Nursery went for a listening walk around school. They 
were able to identify lots of different sounds outside – cars, 
motorbikes, birds, brooms, water. They also used spoons 
to make their own sounds, tapping play equipment, fences 
and plants to listen to the different kinds of sounds they 
could make themselves.

The children also explored their sense of touch by using 
their fingers on a touch walk around school to feel the dif-
ferent textures of walls, plants, paths and play equipment. 
The Ladybirds and Butterflies classes used crayons to cre-
ate rubbings together of the different textures they found. 
Inside the classroom, the children used their sense of touch 
to try and guess what familiar object was inside a special 
‘Feel Box’. It’s much harder than it seems!

This half term, the Pre-Nursery classes are exploring shapes 
and colours. The children watched a slideshow of different 
shapes the teachers found around school, before going out 
on a shape walk of their own. Did you know Early Years has 
squares, rectangles, triangles and circles all around the 
building and playground? Even now, the children remem-
ber the different shapes and point them out when we walk 
around school. Pre-Nursery have played a special dancing 
game during our Music sessions, and the children move to 
a shape when the music stops. We have even tried making 
different shapes with our bodies!

Ms Asha
Pre-Nursery Ladybirds Teacher

Fern and Phupha feel the texture of a tree

Jonas, Charlie, Megan, Khmin, Kao Oat, Hari and Fern look at  
the squares in the netting in the playground

Khmin tries to guess what’s inside the ‘Feel Box’

Khmin, Alfie, Charlie, Canon and Megan try making  
their own sounds
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PRE-NURSERY BUTTERFLIES NEWS
Pre-Nursery Butterflies had a spooky start to the new term, 
with a week of Halloween activities and a fabulous fancy 
dress party, with the rest of the Nursery classes. 

The children made ghostly footprints that now adorn the 
door of the nursery block to ward off any other potential 
hauntings. The children loved investigating the non-New-
tonian properties of spooky gloop (cornflower and water, 
coloured green). They were fascinated by the liquid/solid 
properties, and discovered that they can crush it into a 
ball, then let it drip through their fingers. 
The children also made spiders out of handprints, and 
threaded a spider’s web for the spiders to live in. We dec-
orated pumpkins, and read a spooky story, “Winnie the 
Witch”, and even went on a spooky matching treasure hunt 
outside. 

The Halloween party had children dancing to spooky mu-
sic, dressed in their favourite Halloween costumes. The 
children came dressed in everything from pumpkins and 
witches to Spidermen for their special day.  

Ms Amy
Pre Nursery Butterflies Teacher

Megan has found 2 matching hats on 
the Halloween treasure hunt

Namcha making a Halloween shape collage

Pre Nursery Butterflies shushing the goulies away
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BUMBLEBEE NURSERY NEWS
We have had a very exciting couple of months; the children are 
well settled and making lots of new friends and beginning to  
blossom into lovely young people. They love to question why things happen and 
are keen to learn new things.

This term we have been learning all about buildings. In our first week we looked 
at the different shapes and sizes of each individual building and then created 
our own building made out of shapes. The children have been focusing on the 
numbers one to ten and are very good at counting the numbers on each front 
door to the different coloured houses.

Our favourite story at the moment is the “Three Little Pigs”. The students have 
been learning about which materials make a strong house and how bricks are 
made. We went on a nature walk to find sticks to build our own house out of 
sticks, but once the house was made, the children blew so hard that they blew 
the house down, just like the big bad wolf!

During Knowledge and Understanding the children have been looking at the 
different people that work in each building. Their favourite character at the 
moment is Bob the Builder! The children love to wear hard hats and build houses out of sand as well as learning how to hold a 
hammer and hit nails (golf tees) into wood (flower oasis).

The Bumblebee children are developing very quickly, many of them can write their own name and are already learning phonics. 
They have grown in confidence and are all trying to speak English as much as possible. They have made me very proud and are 
a real pleasure to teach.

Go Bumblebees!

Miss Charly Greaves
Nursery Teacher

Aimee and Angella make their three 
houses made out of Strew, Sticks and 

Bricks.

Bosco’s house of shapes Mia writes her name for the first time.

Pan learning to use a hammer.
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RECEPTION LIONS NEWS 
The children in the Reception Lions class have been enjoy-
ing learning about buildings through the traditional story 
of The Three Little Pigs. The children have looked at differ-
ent types of building material that the pigs used and en-
joyed constructing their own houses using straw, sticks and 
bricks. 

The children all agreed that straw was not very strong as 
they found it difficult to make the straws stand up. After a 
bit of problem solving, the children realised that by making 
bundles of straw the walls were able to stand up, but could 
still be easily blown down by the Big Bad Wolf. 

The children enjoyed exploring different ways to make the 
walls of each house stronger and Daniel noticed that the 
pattern that you build a brick wall with was important, be-
cause “if you build with bricks straight up, they will just fall 
over”.

The Lions were also very concerned with the behaviour of 
the Big Bad Wolf, because he was very mean. After we read 
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka and 
Lane Smith, the children came to a conclusion that the wolf 
isn’t so bad, but he is mean because he was very, very hun-
gry. Khao Hom, Hope and Kingston made the observation 
that sometimes when they are hungry they feel grumpy, 
which led them to understand the wolf’s character a little 
more. 

This sparked a discussion as to how we can make the wolf 
feel better. The children all agreed that we could make 
friends with him; Nama suggested we take him to Disney-
land which was wonderful, but then maybe the wolf didn’t 
like to fly! The children had so many ideas, but settled on 
throwing him a party. The children then wrote their own in-
vitations to Mr Wolf and thought about different foods to 
have on the menu. I’m sure the party on Friday will be a 
wonderful one!

Donna Rao
Reception Teacher

Chom, Opal & Caitlin making bundles for their 
straw houses.

Tor, Yong Yong, Canoe and Kingston working 
together to build a wooden house.

We’ll huff and we’ll puff and we’ll blow you 
house down!

Shreya, Ella, Opal and Prachan work together 
to draw the story of The Three Little Pigs
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YEAR 1 NEWS
In the ‘Weather and the Seasons” topic for Year 1, the children have done some great science investigations.  

After a night of heavy rain they went out and marked the size of puddles around the garden, so that they could observe how they 
got smaller and smaller throughout the day. It rained again the following night and their marks were washed away completely!  
Then they conducted an experiment and found out that puddles out in the direct sun dry up quicker.  They were fascinated to draw 
round their shadows at various times of the day and see how they changed.  

In another experiment the children placed ice cubes in various locations after predicting the order of melting. They got it abso-
lutely correct!  Then they learned that some countries have three seasons, like Thailand, and some have four. Not many said they 
would like to live in a wintry country.  

For the whole of one week Year 1 kept a weather diary, recording the weather with symbols four times every day. They could see 
at a glance that most days were sunny.

In Design and Technology, the children made paper windmills and found some problems with the design. After some alterations 
they went outside to test them. Luckily there was a bit of wind and they were excited to see their windmills spinning. They also 
observed that the windmills turned faster when the wind was stronger.
  
The children looked fabulous on Halloween day. The class made their own bags to go ‘trick or treating’ to Year 2 and the office. 
During that week they enjoyed listening to ‘Knock, Knock, Who’s There?’ and exploring the scary characters in the story. Some 
children were put in the ‘hot seat’ – they assumed the identity of one of the characters and the others asked them questions. The 
class also made their own version of this book. Each child used their imagination to create a new scary character and wrote what 
that character would say.  All are really proud to see their writing and pictures in a book.

In Maths, the children have been working on strategies for mental calculations, as well as counting to 100. They particularly enjoy 
playing the traditional game of Bingo. Great co-operation and motivation were evident when they had to work together to make a 
number line, putting all the numbers to 100 in order. Every morning we change our calendar and sing a song to learn the order of 
the days. Each child also made a paper chain with the days in order and we linked them up to show the pattern stays the same 
week after week.

Miss Karen 
Year 1 Teacher

Year 1 testing their windmills Ceesha and Goch with their weather mobiles
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YEAR 2 NEWS
Since our last newsletter, Year 2 having been having lots 
of fun! The children all looked fabulous when they were 
dressed up for Halloween. They all had a fun filled spooky 
day ‘trick or treating’ the office staff at Early Years.

I was particularly proud of Year 2 for their fantastic Thai 
dance performance to welcome Mr Chris Edwards and Ms 
Rachel Scannell to BIST Early Years – well done Year 2!

In English the children have been learning about traditional 
fairy tales. The children spent their time looking at the simi-
larities and differences between traditional fairy tales from 
around the world. In particular the children loved reading  
 

 
and acting out the story of ‘The Gingerbread man’. To cel-
ebrate the end of their topic, the children spent the last day 
of half term baking delicious gingerbread men.  

In Maths, as well as continuing work on addition and sub-
traction, the children have learned about doubling numbers 
and odd and even numbers. They were introduced to Thai 
and British coins to make amounts up to 100 Baht.  

To finish our topic on famous people, Year 2 looked at the 
work of Pablo Picasso. The children studied and compared 
his work from the Blue and Rose Periods and discovered 
how Picasso’s emotions affected his art work.

Ms Nichola
Year 2 Teacher

Year 2 Blue Period by Ray Year 2 Halloween Year 2 Rose Period

Year 2 Blue Period by AnAn

Year 2 ready to dance for Chris Edwards
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YEAR 3 NEWS 
We are having a very busy half-term, but also a very produc-
tive one.
In literacy we have been looking at instructions and expla-
nations. The children are really enjoying the topic and have 
even designed their own TV game show. Our next Literacy 
topic will be letter writing, which will finish with a Christmas 
letter written to Santa.

Our Maths focus so far has been on shape. We have looked 
at symmetry, and the properties of 2D and 3D shapes. To-
wards the end of the term our attention will shift back to 
calculation using all four operations, with a particular em-
phasis on problem solving.

In Science, our topic is moving and growing. So far we have 
learned about the functions of the skeleton, and created 
our own hypothesis to test. Later on we will be looking at the 
effects of exercise on our body, how we move, and learning 
to identify bones of common mammals.

In ICT we are learning to combine text and graphics using 
Microsoft Word and Publisher, and which fits in with our de-
sign & technology topic which is story books.

Finally, our History topic is the Ancient Roman, where we 
are studying the Roman invasion of Britain within the wider 
concept of settlements.

Mr Chris Pearce - Year 3 Teacher

FROM THE HEAD OF PRIMARY

We have a busy half term ahead of us with a number of 
exciting events events scheduled. We hope to welcome as 
many of you as possible to all of them.

Sports Day
The Primary Sports Day is on Friday 29 November. It will 
start at 8.40am and finish at approximately 10.00am. Your 
child will need to wear their house shirt on the day. 

Fun Run and New Report Format Presentation
On Tuesday 10 December, all the Primary children will be 
taking part in the school Fun Run. They will run 2km to raise 
money for charity. Parents are welcome to join us, either as 
a supporter or as a runner. After the Fun Run, at 11.00 am, 
I will be conducting a short presentation explaining the new 
report format. 

Reports and Parents’ Consultation Meetings
The end of term reports will be issued on Monday 9 Decem-
ber. The Primary teachers will be available to meet with you 
after the Christmas Concert on 11 December, should you 
wish to discuss them.

Christmas Concert
This year’s Christmas concert will be on Wednesday 11 De-
cember. Further details will follow shortly.

Mrs Scott and Year 4 Maternity Cover 
Mrs Scott has given birth to a healthy baby girl, whom she 
has named Lucy. We wish both of them well. Mrs Scott’s 
maternity cover is Mrs Tara Savage. Mrs Tara joined us two 
weeks ago and will be with us full-time until Mrs Scott’s re-
turn.

 
New Students
A huge welcome to Sie (Year 4) and Edward (Year 5). We 
hope that you make many new friends and have a success-
ful time at BIST.

Holiday Homework
The new format for holiday homework continues to be a huge 
success. The children are really embracing the projects and 
producing some great work. This half-term the children pro-
duced models, paintings, powerpoint presentations, stories 
and information booklets. Each child also shared what they 
did with their classmates, which has helped create interest 
and extend learning. 

Healthy Eating
The whole of Primary are currently studying healthy eating 
as their Personal, Social and Health Education topic (PSHE). 
This programme is intended to support the links between 
health, behaviour and achievement, and is about creating 
healthy, happy children, who do better in learning and in life.

BIST Primary is committed to this initiative, as long-term it 
is reported to make a significant difference to health and 
achievement. We are working with our caterers to make 
sure the snack and lunchtime menus reflect our commit-
ment. Our aim is to provide healthy, nutritious, well-balanced 
meals with plenty of choice. Starting from Term Two, we will 
be implementing a much more rigorous policy to ensure the 
children are making the right choices at lunch time, and 
that snacks are always healthy.

Mr Chris Pearce
Acting Head of Primary 
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YEAR 4 NEWS

Great Expectations for the Year 4 Class

As the new temporary teacher for the Year 4 Class, I’m 
pleased to announce we’ve quickly adjusted to each other 
and we are happily diving into the challenging curriculum of 
this term. 
We’ll be broadening our minds with the history of the Celts 
and the Romans. Invasion vs. Settlement shall lead our dis-
cussion topics, as we investigate why people emigrate and 
how this affects people and their cultures. The students 
are eager to learn more about Roman soldiers and famous 
battles.

In Maths, we are busy with decomposition of 3 digit num-
bers and honing our partitioning skills. Using computer gen-
erated clocks, we’ll rehearse how to tell time correctly. Using 
addition and subtraction, the students will soon be able to 
cross the hour and fully grasp how to look at a timetable/
schedule. 

Our literacy skills continue to advance as we’ve been se-
quencing stories with our peers. We’ll be delving into verb  
 

 
usage while using powerful verbs. We’ll begin writing proper 
letters to the important people in our lives, using examples 
in storybooks. Following our letter writing adventures, we’ll 
embark on a journey through poetry writing!

Our inventive selves will develop further as we construct 3D 
cards in both DT and ICT classes. Crafting 3D cards requires 
great forethought and basic engineering dexterity. We’ll 
learn more about Microsoft Word, so that we may bring a 
computerized edge to our creations as well. 

PSHE and Science will join forces as we take a look at stay-
ing healthy and caring for our bodies. We’ve already begun 
to look at the skeletal system and the importance of healthy 
bones. Learning about healthy food choices in PSHE can 
help assist the students when making good meal choices, 
both at school and at home!

Clearly, the Year 4 class sits before a very full plate of engag-
ing material to sink their teeth (and minds!) into. I’m quite 
sure the results will be very sweet, indeed.

Mrs Tara Savage
Year 4 Teacher

WELCOME MRS SAVAGE!
Many fond hellos to the Bromsgrove parents, students and staff members! My name is Mrs Tara 
Savage and I’ll be teaching the Year 4 class while Mrs Scott is away on maternity leave. 

Many of the Year 4 students have already satiated their curiosity and learned who their new 
teacher is, with many questions about my teaching experience, my hobbies, my family and my life 
story, but just in case you haven’t met me yet, I’d like to offer a quick self-introduction.

This will be my tenth year living in Thailand and my fourteenth year living in Asia. I’ve worked at 
several different international schools in Bangkok before joining Bromsgrove. I’ve taught various 
age levels, from the Pre-Nursery age to Year 5. My little family consists of myself, my husband, 
our two children and two very lazy dogs. We thoroughly enjoy travelling to new places, relaxing by 
the seaside, hiking through forests and mountain tops and spending quality family time baking 
cookies together or making Lego creations.

I am thrilled to be a part of the Bromsgrove team. I look forward to the many events, activities and 
enlivening instructions awaiting myself and the vivacious Year 4 students!

Mrs Tara Savage
Year 4 Teacher
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YEAR 5 NEWS

The second half of Term One is off to a terrific start and the students are all 
keen to be back in the classroom learning new things. I would like to welcome 
our new student Edward, who is from Korea. I’d also like to give big congratula-
tions to our Year 5 Student Council representatives: Jacob and Je t’aime.

Our poetry unit in literacy has been a lot of fun for the students, who have been 
working on haiku, diamante, and slam poems. They have been trying to use 
descriptive adjectives in order to paint a vivid picture in the reader’s mind. We 
have also been working on using a variety of sentences in our writing, such as 
BOYS (but, or, yet, so), 2A (2 adjectives), and simile sentences.

Maths is also off to a great start and the students have been identifying 3D 
shapes and their properties and recognizing lines of symmetry. We have also 
been doing addition with decimals.

In Science, Year 5 has been learning about keeping healthy. They have studied 
about the importance of having a healthy diet and exercising regularly. The 
students have really enjoyed this unit and have a lot of good ideas for staying 
active and eating healthy.

Over the midterm break, the students’ homework was to do a project of their 
choosing on rivers, which is our unit in geography. Everyone brought back in-
credible work which was shared and celebrated in class. So far we have learned 
about the water cycle, the sources of rivers, and the features of rivers.
        
Finally, in ICT, the students have been using Excel to make tables of data and 
graphs using this data. For their data they have been researching the lengths 
and depths of rivers around the world. We have also been practising our com-
putational skills in maths by using ICT.

Mr Ryan Mann
Year 5 Teacher

Our new student council members:  
Je t’aime and Jacob (Year 5).

Anna and Lobster working with 3D shapes  
in maths.

A healthy menu designed in science class.
Emily, Lin and Ansauce showing off our river projects.

The poetry wall with First, Mike and Serin
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YEAR 6 NEWS
My, my how time flies when you are having fun!

Year 6 have been keeping very busy in school. Student Council elec-
tions, Halloween Disco, School trip to a rice farm, experiments in 
the laboratory, discovering about World War 2 are just a selection of 
the activities keeping the Year 6 students out of trouble, occupied 
and challenged.

Finding out why World War 2 started was an interesting challenge 
to be completed during the half term holiday. The children produced 
a whole range of models, booklets, PowerPoints and scrap books 
to illustrate this pre learning experience, and some lucky children 
were fortunate to win a prize for their efforts.

Glamour witches, zombies and many manifestations of Dracula 
were present at our Halloween celebrations. The primary children 
took part in a varied carousel of activities where they took part in 
many activities all with a spooky theme. They all learned a song 
about having a monster living in their bedroom and completed 
some Maths work with a ghostly theme.  Acrostic poetry was an-
other activity. In a sharing assembly at the end of the morning our 
uniquely dressed children were awarded a prize for their costumes.

Autobiography and Biography are our focuses in English this half 
term and we have all been learning how best to document our lives.

Maths is seeing us learn how to mentally calculate using a range of strategies for speed and accuracy and 
also how to calculate using written methods. Rounding up and down are also features of our learning.

Bugs, bacteria and micro-organisms are our chosen topic for experimentation and discussion this half 
term in Science. We have been helping food decay in controlled conditions and watching mould grow in a 
safe environment, learning that not all microbes are harmful and some are used to help make some of our 
favourite foods such as bread and cheese.

In the run up to Christmas we will be learning songs and taking part in Christmas activities. No time for 
relaxing in Year 6 for Miss Philippa, Mr Jones and the class members of Year 6. It’s 
good to be busy.

Miss Philippa and Mr Dylan
Year 6 Teachers
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BROMSGROVE CHARITY FUN RUN10 DECEMBER 2013 

BPTA

BROMSGROVE
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

T H A I L A N D

FUN RUN
FOR A BETTER FUTURE
BROMSGROVE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

THAILAND

K.V.N. CONSTRUCTION CO,LTD.

REGISTRATION FEE  200 BAHT (min)

REGISTER NOW!REGISTER NOW!
FEE INCLUDES CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION, RACE T SHIRT,

 DONATION AND WINNERS’ AWARDS

AT SCHOOL OFFICE 
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