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Dear Parents

Since our last Newsletter, many of you were able to attend the 
Early Years Christmas Show “Special Christmas Things”. I hope 
that you all enjoyed the occasion as much as the children en-
joyed performing their songs and dances. Father Christmas also 
visited Early Years before the end of term break and it was lovely 
to be joined by Baby Bear Playgroup members on the day.

The beginning of the new term was very busy. Excited Year 2 
children moved into their new classroom and a number of new 
after school activities began during the first week back after the 
break. In addition to this, a section of the Foundation Stage play-

ground has been gated off – this will shortly become a new sand 
play area for our youngest children.

As you are all aware, a number of our children started the new 
term feeling unwell. This resulted in the postponement of the 
Early Years Sports Day until Friday 28 February. We hope that 
by this time, everyone will be feeling better and will be able to 
enjoy the day.

The children will celebrate Chinese New Year on Friday 31 Jan-
uary and are looking forward to the Chinese Dragons visiting 
Early Years during the morning. Parents are invited to join us at 
8:30am on this day so that the Dragon Show can be shared by 
all.

On Friday 14 February the children will again create a ‘Ring of 
Friendship’ using baht coins collected for charity. All donations 
will go to support the work carried out by the Gift of Happiness 
Foundation. A collection box is available in the school office and 
it would be lovely if we could raise even more money than the 
fantastic amount collected last year.

Other Early Years news includes the wonderful new books that 
have been ordered for our school library. We are eagerly await-
ing the delivery of over 200 books that have been chosen by 
our class teachers with our children in mind. Through extending 
the range of books available in our library, we hope to further 
develop opportunities for children to enjoy stories and reading.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Chinese New Year – 31 January
Ring of Friendship/Valentine’s Day – 14 February
Sports’ Day – 28 February
Art Competition - 28 March
Songkran – 4 April

I hope to see you all at as many of these events as possible.

Kind regards
Mrs Emma John - Head of Early Years

FROM THE HEAD OF EARLY YEARS

Baby Bear Playgroup

Father Christmas visits 
Early Years

Year 1 Snowflakes

Early Years Swimming Club
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Pre-Nursery Butterflies had a shapely start to the New Year. 
We’ve been learning shapes and colours, and we have new 
shapes featuring all over the classroom: to sit on in circle time, 
and stand on to line up, from circles to ovals, and pentagons to 
stars. However, all the girls are in competition to stand or sit on 
the heart shape, which creates a daily race to be the fastest at 
putting shoes on. 

With the shapes and colours we’ve learnt, the children have de-
signed vehicles, from buses to cars, and motorbikes. Using their 
own unrestricted young imaginationS we have some fantastic 
designs, just see for yourself!

It’s a bit cold for swimming and water fun sometimes in Janu-
ary, so instead, the Pre-Nursery Butterflies have been fishing. 
They’ve been learning to use fishing nets, identifying the fish, 
counting their catches, and then letting them go again, but 
watch out for those sharks! 

Ms Amy
Pre Nursery Butterflies Teacher

PRE NURSERY BUTTERFLIES NEWS

David, Megan and Charlie designing cars and busses. Megan, Megan, Bosco and Mudmook Fishing

Namcha, Justin, Megan and Hari designing cars

Gavin has caught a shark! Sainum and Jade fishing
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Pre-Nursery Ladybirds would like to welcome our new children 
this term - Aeiy, April, Lada and Rin-Rin. We hope you will have 
lots of fun with us and make lots of friends.

This term so far, we have been working on becoming indepen-
dent, and many more Pre-Nursery Ladybirds are now putting 
their shoes and socks on by themselves - well done! We have 
also tried spreading jam on our toast at snack time on Tues-
days. Practising these skills helps hand-eye coordination, and 
also helps the children to feel confident in their own abilities. 
You can see how well the Ladybirds did in spreading their jam 
in these photos.

The Pre-Nursery Ladybirds have also been identifying action 
words, such as jumping, clapping and crawling, by looking at 
pictures. We have used these pictures in a game at Music time, 
first to identify and then copy the action in an adapted musical 
statues game. The children have also been working on their lis-
tening and motor skills during Music time, playing instruments 
both loudly and softly.

Ms Asha
Pre-Nursery Ladybirds

PRE NURSERY LADYBIRDS NEWS

Jonas and Priya spread jam at snack time

Kao Oat spreads jam on his toast

Toby spreading jam on his toast
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December was filled with lots of singing and dancing. The Bumblebees’ performed a confident performance to “Jingle Bells Rock” 
which they had great fun rehearsing. 

Bumblebee students were able to choose their new topic for the New Year and after much debate the class chose to learn about 
Plants. We have been growing our own plants from seeds in cotton wool and also seeing if we can grow roots from cuttings taken 
around the playground. The students have been practising their drawing skills and learning to match colours and shapes to real ob-
jects and try to represent them on paper when drawing. 

Our favourite story at the moment is “Jack and the 
Beanstalk”. The children have been learning about 
the different characters in the story and how the 
magic beans grew into a beanstalk that was so tall 
it reached the clouds! This then inspired them to 
compare big and small objects and begin sequenc-
ing work.

The Bumblebee children have settled in quickly to 
the new term. Many children play together in Eng-
lish, their imaginations are growing and there has 
been a lot of interest in role playing as teachers, 
doctors and mechanics. A particular favourite in the 
class is creating a train that is going to the seaside!  

Well done for all your hard work this term. Go  
Bumblebees!

Miss Charly Greaves
Nursery Teacher

BUMBLEBEE NURSERY NEWS

Angella painting a picture of the plant

Bumblebees practising for sports day in their lunch break!

Yngwie looking at the leaf through a 
 magnifying glass

Rungkhao getting a plant cutting
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5, 4, 3, 2, 1! We have BLAST OFF with the Reception Lions embarking on an interstellar mission to explore and learn about space. 

The children have become little astronauts discovering interesting facts about space through songs, rhymes and books. The Lions 
have looked at a wide range of books including some fiction and non-fiction and have even made their own books on stars. It has been 
great to see that our Lions are becoming more and more independent in their writing. 

The children were really amazed to find out that stars are not truly stars but are actually suns. They also discovered that the stars make 
patterns in the sky and have enjoyed making their own constellations by shining a torch through cards that they had made holes in 
and seeing their constellations glimmering against a dark wall.

There was also much excitement in the Lion classroom when we made paper and balloon rockets. There were balloon powered rockets 
flying in all directions, some in straight lines as they whizzed along a wire and others circled and spun around the room. The children 
were able to identify that the air trapped inside the balloons acted as the rocket’s engine and made them fly through the air. It was 
great fun for everyone.

Donna Rao
Reception Teacher

RECEPTION LIONS BLAST OFF!

Dainel & Jaeho - Rocket designers

Tae Ow prepares for blast off!

Yong Yong gets his ballon ready

Prachan prepares for blast off!
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Year 1 started a new topic, Food from Plants, by finding out about rice and how it is grown in Thailand.   

They looked at real rice plants and grains of rice from the plants to compare them to cooked and uncooked rice, and learned how other 
cereals are grown to provide us with food such as wheat and oats. When they compared old and new methods of growing crops, they 
understood that modern machines make it much easier. 

Then the class learned how fruits and vegetables grow and how to distinguish fruits from vegetables. They investigated a variety of 
fruit to find the seeds: the banana was a bit tricky! Then they looked at some vegetables and found out which parts we eat – leaves, 
roots or stalks.

Next they put mung beans on wet tissue paper and are now waiting and watching to see how they grow. They are drawing accurate 
pictures and writing to record their observations.
 
English lessons have linked to the topic through the stories ‘The Little Red Hen’, ‘Oliver’s Vegetables’ and ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. 
The children explore the characters in the stories by taking on the role of a character and the others ask questions. Each time they 
think of harder questions and the answers are sometimes quite imaginative. They have started to make story maps which help them 
to sequence the events in a story.  

 
Place value has been the focus in maths, so that the children understand that the digits represent tens or ones. They also weighed 
objects using a variety of materials, such as cubes, beads and pegs, to find which was the heaviest. They also weighed out some  
ingredients on a set of scales when they baked oat raisin cookies.  

After tasting six different breakfast cereals, the children decided which one they liked most. Then they collected this information by 
recording it in a chart and displayed it in the form of a block graph. From this it was easy to see that Honey Stars was the most popular.  

Karen Burr
Year 1 Teacher

Year 1 NEWS

YoYo uses balance scales for weighing

Henry, Charlie and Tara looking for changes in the mung 
beans
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Year 2 started the new term with a wonderful new classroom.  As our topic this term is Thai-
land, the children were amazed to see that Year 2 had their very own Thai rainforest.  The 
children all love our new classroom and we are looking forward to the terms ahead - what 
an amazing way to start 2014!!

Since the last Newsletter, Year 2 children have worked consistently hard and have pro-
duced some wonderful work as a result.

In English the children have been learning to read and create poems. The children have 
been focusing on learning and reciting poems with confidence, recognising and comparing 
patterns and rhyme with poems.  

In maths the children have been learning to recognise, name and describe 3D shapes. The 
children focused on learning how we use 2 and 3D shapes in our everyday environment. 
The children loved going on a shape hunt around school with their Ipads to photograph and 
display 2 and 3D shapes in our school.

ICT lessons have focused on experimenting with CD Roms and the amount of information 
contained on them. The children have been searching information using the menu options 
and have also been searching through the use of key words. In addition to experimenting 
with CD Roms, the children have been using ICT to research information and to present 
their work.

Science lessons have involved learning about forces of moving vehicles. The children un-
derstand that forces can make something stop, speed up or down and that pushes and 
pulls can change the shape of an object. The children carried out tests with different ve-
hicles to accurately predict what would happen.

Topic lessons have focused on Seaside Holidays. The children have been considering the 
differences between islands and the mainland, comparing Bangkok to seaside locations 
and discussing similarities and differences between holidays now and those ‘long ago’.  

Ms Nichola
Year 2 Teacher

Year 2 NEWS

Alot Cone

Philip Pyrimaid

Year 2 Library Year 2

Victoria Star
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เรียน  ท่านผู้ปกครอง

 สวัสดีค่ะ สำาหรับภาควิชาภาษาไทยในภาคเรียนที่ ๒ ปีการศึกษา ๒๕๕๖-๒๕๕๗ แผนกอนุบาลของเรา มีกิจกรรมต่างๆ ในด้าน

ภาษาไทย นักเรียนทั้งหมดทั้งเด็กนักเรียนไทยและเด็กต่างชาติจะได้เรียนเกี่ยวกับภาษาและวัฒนธรรมไทย ในชั้นเตรียมอนุบาลและอนุบาล ๑ 

นักเรียนฝึกร้องเพลง ฟังนิทาน นับเลข เรียนรู้เกี่ยวกับสิ่งต่างๆ รอบตัว ในชั้นอนุบาลที่ ๒ มีการเรียนลากเส้น พยัญชนะไทย เรียนรู้คำาศัพท์ 

เสียงพยัญชนะ ฝึกเขียนชื่อ ระบายสีชื่อของตนเอง ในชั้นอนุบาล ๓ นักเรียนเรียนรู้เกี่ยวกับพยัญชนะ สระ การประสมคำา ด้วยสระเสียงสั้น 

เสียงยาว การฝึกคัดลายมือบรรจงเต็มบรรทัด  ฝึกแต่งประโยคสั้น ฟังนิทานและเรื่องสั้นๆพร้อมตอบคำาถาม ในชั้นประถมศึกษาปีที่ ๑ นักเรียน

ฝึกการอ่าน ฟัง พูดแสดงความคิดเห็นจากนิทานหรือเรื่องที่ฟัง การเขียน มีการฝึกสะกดคำา แต่งประโยคง่ายๆ 

รวมทั้งฝึกอ่านคำาสั่งและปฏิบัติตามได้  ซึ่งเด็กๆในแต่ห้องให้ความร่วมมือและตั้งใจเรียน รับผิดชอบในงานที่ ได้รับได้เป็นอย่างดีค่ะ

 ครูกิตติมา นุรักษ์

THAI NEWS
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First of all, I wish to everyone a Happy New 
Year. This newsletter has come to you at 
almost the half-way point of the academic 
year. With lots of great learning still to be 
done, and many exciting events, I am sure 
the second half of the year will be as suc-
cessful as the first.

 
 
 

Upcoming Primary Events
Further details of the these events will follow by letter.
6 February  – Year 3 Camping Adventure
12 February – Valentines Disco
14 February – Trashion Show
28 February  – Primary Talent Show

Mrs Scott and Year 4 
I am pleased to announce Mrs Scott will return to work on Mon-
day 3 February. She will be rejoining us on a part-time basis for 
the rest of this year, and will return full-time at the beginning 
of the 2014-2015 academic year. We are now if the fortunate 
position of being able to split Year 4 into two smaller classes for 
most lessons.

New Students
A huge welcome to Jom and Patrick (Year 5), and Sun (Year 6). 
We hope that you make many new friends and have a successful 
time at BIST.

Healthy Eating
Our healthy eating initiative is now in place and is being well re-
ceived by the children, who on the whole, are making much bet-
ter food choices at lunchtime. The Primary staff will continue to 
be rigourous in their supervision of the children’s food choices, 
but please join us in reinforcing to the children the importance 
of healthy, nutritious and well-balanced meals.

Trips
As you will know, Years 4, 5 and 6 were recently on residential 
trips either in Khao Yai National Park or in Chiang Mai. These 
trips were a huge success, were very well organised, and were 
not only great learning experiences, but were great fun too. 
I’d like to thank all the children for being so well-behaved and 
for their hard work, and all the staff for helping them run so  
smoothly.

Here are some comments made by the Year 4 children about 
their Khao Yai trip:

Jazzy- ‘I liked it because it was really cold. I learned that at night 
bats use echoes. So if there is a wall in front of a bat, the echo 
bounces back to the bat, and the bat knows the wall is there.’
Jamie- ‘I liked the bunk beds. I liked to go on the dangerous old 
bridge. It was wobbly.’ 

Sang Sang – ‘I liked the night safari when we looked at the ani-
mals at night time. I liked when I went hiking in another group 
(Mr Chris’ group) and then he showed us how to walk through 
the bridge. The food was so yummy! In the morning we got  
cocoa!’
 
Topfy- ‘I liked it when we searched for water bugs. I also liked 
hiking.’

Jai- ‘I liked the cold weather and the hiking. Because the hiking 
was fun and I wasn’t that tired.’

Pim– ‘I liked hunting for water bugs and the way Mr Chris 
showed us how to cross the rope bridge. And I also liked playing 
the games. There’s bat and moths, and kiwi ball! And also reach 
for the Sun!’

Ton Sci- ‘It’s the first time I ever slept in a high bunk bed!’

Mr Chris Pearce
Head of Primary 

FROM THE HEAD OF PRIMARY
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We are having a very busy half-term, but also a very productive 
one. 

In literacy we have been looking at humorous poetry. The chil-
dren have practised reading poems with the correct intonation 
and expression, looked at how different poems are structured, 
and have learnt powerful verbs and adverbs. We have also 
learnt about onomatopoeia and spoonerisms, and used these 
to write our own funny poem. Our next Literacy topic will be non-
chronological reports.

Our maths focus so far has been on calculation, and in particu-
lar, written methods of division. We have also been problem solv-
ing using logical reasoning. Our next focus is fractions, which is 
always a fun one to teach!

In science, our topic is solids and liquids. The children are learn-
ing to recognise differences between solids, liquids (and gases) 
in terms of ease of flow and maintenance of shape and volume; 
the causes and effects of melting and freezing; that some solids 
dissolve in water, and others do not, and that undissolved solids 
can be separated from liquids by filtration.

In ICT we are continuing to learn to combine text and graphics 
using Microsoft Word and Publisher, and our cross-curricular art 
and design and geography topic is Volcanoes. We are studying 
how volcanoes are formed, where they are found, what the in-
side of a volcano looks like, and what happens after an eruption. 
The topic will finish with the writing a report about everything 
they have found out, and making their own erupting volcano!

Finally, I would like to express my thanks to all the parents for 
helping the children create such high quality holiday homework 
projects. The project based homework is designed to help us 
work together to drive the children’s learning forward. Children 
should be given choices about the way in which they learn, and 
to also follow their interests, and these projects reflect that 
ethos. So far, it has been a tremendous success, and long may 
it continue. I have included a few pictures of some of the great 
pieces of work that came back after the New Year break.

Mr Chris Pearce
Year 3 Teacher
  

Year 3 NEWS

Weili

Bam Bam

Harry’s model 
and 18 page 

booklet. 

Golf’s model. He also had a fabulous PowerPoint              
that explained different types of volcanoes
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The Year 4 class welcomed in the New Year with exciting, new subject matter to study and explore! They also enjoyed a fantastic resi-
dential trip to Khao Yai! They hiked through jungle trails and engaged in environmental studies. The students returned with exciting 
stories of fun, laughter and pertinent learning experiences.

For Literacy lessons, we have begun our work on poetry and poem writing. With extended review of grammatical fundamentals, we’ve 
started analyzing and composing our own poetry. The results will be posted outside our room soon!

In maths, we’ve continued our multiplication exercises and promptly dived into division. After becoming more familiar with remainders, 
we started looking at the true values of decimals. Turning those decimal denominations into fractions is proving to be quite tricky. 

Our work in DT/Art has brought us to a higher level of drawing capability. We’ve learned some 
of the secrets to uniform sketching. Our final creations include portraits of classmates, erupting 
volcanoes and city skylines!

We’ve enjoyed great challenges in our science classes as we investigate the properties of solids 
and liquids. While the theme of ‘matter’ is daunting, we’ve done our research in a very hands-on 
approach. Discussing volume, capacity and mass, we weighed and measured different types of 
matter. We’ve also tested the viscosity of liquids, such as ketchup, honey and cooking oil. Wow, 
messy but fascinating work!
Volcanoes and earthquakes have heightened our curiosity in Topic class. An inquiry into the 
mechanics of volcanoes and earthquakes requires an understanding of the Earth’s structure.  
Learning about plate tectonics, the “Ring of Fire” and the Earth’s layers has been thought- 
provoking work. Our big finale will be working models of volcanoes, accompanied by spectacles 
of lava flow!

Mrs Tara Savage 
Year 4 Teacher

Year 4 NEWS

Jamie, Sanghyup, Leo, 
Yoojeong, Jazzy and Teya in 

Khao Yai.

Sang Sang, Teya, Sakura 
and Yoojeong seeing how 
continental drift works.

Sanghup and Sie getting 
ready for a hike in Khao Yai.

Jai and Leo experiencing 
the life of a scientist.

Tyler enjoying some multi-
plication fun.

Group work in Literacy class- 
with Omelette, Sakura, Jamie, 

Link and Fram

Sanghyup, Link, Jazzy and 
Sang Sang testing viscosity. 

Ton, Min Heo, Cheta and 
Pim carefully taking  

measurements.

Min Heo  taking his  
Science work seriously.
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Term two is off to a wonderful start and the students are really enjoying being back at school after a long break. I’d like to give a big 
welcome to Patrick and Jom, both of whom are boarders and are off to a great start here at Bromsgrove. We had a fantastic trip to 
Khao Yai for our residential. The students and teachers had a lot of fun. We also learned a great deal about the different habitats and 
wildlife of Khao Yai and the importance of environmental conservation and protection. 

In literacy we have been focusing on the mystery genre. We have read several short mystery stories and have been working on writing 
multiple paragraphs, using adverbials, and developing our characters. We will be putting together a class mystery book in the coming 
week.

Year 5 NEWS

Searching for macro invertebrates in Khao Yai. Jumping for joy in Khao Yai.

Tham (Year 5) working on his 
holiday comic.

D.D. (Year 5) working on her 
King Tut mask.

Year 5 on a hike in Khao Yai.

Our topics in maths so far this term have been 
rounding,  multi-digit multiplication and divi-
sion, and fractions. These topics have been 
quite tricky for the students but they have 
been working  really hard to understand them. 
The students have really enjoyed the life  
cycles unit in science this term. We have 
been growing our own plants in class and 
learning about the life cycles of plants and  
animals. Furthermore, we have been identifying 
the parts of plants and flowers and discussing their 
roles in the reproduction process.

In history the students hav been discovering the 
ancient civilization of Egypt. They are really enjoying 
this unit and have been learning a great deal about 
the Pharaohs, architecture, burials, life style, and 
culture of Ancient Egypt. We have also been doing  
hands-on arts and crafts, including making King  
Tutankhamun masks, writing hieroglyphic stories, 
and creating our own pyramids.

Finally, in ICT the students have been getting  
reinforcement in all the subject areas through the 
website Zondle.com. The students have also been 
creating their own quizzes from what we have learned 
in class on this website. The students will also be  
doing a research project in ICT, which is linked to the  
history unit on Ancient Egypt.

Mr Ryan Mann
Year 5 Teacher
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Year 6 all started term 2 with lots of excitement. Our residential 
was coming very soon. 3 nights in Chiang Mai investigating the 
Hill tribes of Thailand complete with 1 night staying in a tradi-
tional Karen hill tribe house.

Visiting our first hill tribe, the Hmong people, we experienced 
traditional hemp weaving skills. Traditional spinning top toys, 
precision shooting of cross bows and time for a little handicraft 
shopping were our pastimes before we rejoined our drivers 
in time for our journey to the Premtinsulanonda International 
School and the ‘bunkhouse’ which was to be our home for the 
next 2 nights.

Our dinner that night was a traditional khantok meal of Northern Thai food shared around a small round table. Our entertainment 
was a fast moving display of Thai Northern style dancing, swordsmanship and music, all performed in the amphitheatre. The chilly 
temperatures and clear moon was a perfect scenesetter for our final activity of the night; sending firework festooned lanterns up 
into the sky.

The school organic farm was the next destination for the following days activities. Preparation and cooking of our lunch, again of 
Chiang Mai fare, was our activity for the day. Grilled chicken and pork, chilli dip, omelettes cooked in banana leaf boats, grilled veg-
etables and sticky rice were all on the menu and we all enjoyed cooking and eating the delicious food.

The next day saw us travelling high up Doi Inthanon to the highest point in Thailand. We all reached for our spare jumpers and jack-
ets as the temperature dropped noticeably.
Our coffee producing hosts, living in traditional stilted houses, were there to greet us as we arrived. Very far from our comfort zone, 
Year 6 children experienced life in a Karen village first hand. Many of us, cold and dreaming of our beds back in Bangkok, packed 
our things and headed back down to the ‘bunk house’ and later our flight back to Bangkok. A memorable trip for us all.

Back at school, Year 6 have used their adventure to learn many things linked to the curriculum, especially in geography where the 
study of the hill tribes of Thailand has been our focus.

Emotive and ‘green’ poetry has been the topic in English. Features of poetry has been our topic, and we have been learning how we 
can use the language to make our poetry more effective and have a greater impact.

Science continues to be exciting this term with further visits to the secondary lab to do our experiments, which this half term have 
been all linked to dissolving, evaporation and filtration.
Maths - Data handling, fractions, measures, mean, median and mode are just a small selection of the topics year 6 children have 
been covering in Maths.

Miss Philippa and Mr Dylan
Year 6 Teachers 

YEAR 6 NEWS
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ORIENTAL SIAM (1978) CO.,LTD.OFFICE SPACE FOR RENTOSC Building, 99 Moo 5, Kingkaew Road, Rachatewa, 
Tel: +66(0) 2178-2111, (0) 2178-2222Website: www.oriental-siam.com

Bangplee, Samutprakarn 10540

ORIENTAL SIAM (1978) CO.,LTD.
WAREHOUSE FOR RENT
OSC Warehouse,, 222 Moo 14, Kingkaew 37, Rachatewa,
Bangplee, Samutprakarn 10540
Tel: +66(0) 2178-2111, (0) 2178-2222
Website: www.oriental-siam.com

FONDCOME VILLAGE RESORT CHIANG MAITRADITIONAL NORTHERN STYLE HOTEL AND RESORTHang Dong-Samoeng Road, Km. 33  Hang Dong, Chiang Mai 50230(15 Km. from Chiang Mai Airport)

website: www.fondcome.com  E-mail: sales@fondcome.com

PRODUCING PRECIPITATED SILICA/SILICATE

Tambon Maptaphud, Amphur Muang Rayong,

Rayong 21150, Thailand.

Tel: 66 (0)38 683946 - 8  Fax: 66 (0) 38 683945

 1, I-3 Rd., Maptaphud Industrial Estate,
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