
Parent Workshop - supporting 
students in Key Stage 3



An overview of Year 7

Mrs Hardy - Teacher of 
Science and Head of Key 
Stage 3. 



What is my role?
• To liase with parents and form tutors to ensure the 

physical and emotional welfare of your child is catered for.
• This is done through careful monitoring that 

students are well supported so they can be an 
academic success.

• My aim is to  ensure that your child is safe, happy, involved 
and able to perform to their full potential.

• I will act as a bridge between their academic studies and 
subject teachers and their pastoral care from their form 
tutors - deal with everyday matters. 



Academic studies 
● Lessons - 25 periods per week
● How much work do the students do at home?

Between 20 - 30 minutes per subject as decided by the 
teacher and linked carefully to their curriculum. 

English (1 hour per week)

● The learning journal

Students are encouraged to use the learning journal to 
record all homework and deadlines. We ask parents to check 
their child's’ journal every week to ensure they are using 
it effectively and sign it.



Academic development
 & growth
Ms De Martino

Secondary Curriculum Leader

Academic development: subjects, 
Teaching & Learning and student 
progress.



How we measure student progress 
in KS3



How we at BIST see our students’ 
learning...

We believe it is important to know how students are making 
progress in their subject.
We want to identify their strengths and how well they are 
doing and we want to be able to support them with the skills 
they need to develop in order to deepen their knowledge and 
develop their learning experience.



Why no more grades at KS3?
• We follow a British curriculum- no longer use levels (or 

grades)
• Other International Schools who follow the British 

curriculum also use these (similar) progress bands. 
• It is important to make sure that students (and parents) 

know what the strengths are and what they need to do to 
improve.

• The old grade system would ‘label’ a student ‘I am a grade 
B’ What does a ‘B’ grade in year 7,8,9 mean anyway? 

• This is a fixed way of looking at students’ attainment 
rather than focusing on the progress students are making. 

• There will still be topic tests/assessments that your child 
will do and you’ll be informed of the %, marks out of 10 for 
example.





Students BIST learning journey 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9

Reporting to parents will be to explain:
● Where your child is within their 

learning journey for their subject 
(using the bands)

● We will help you to understand this 
in terms of expectations of where 
your child should be in their learning 
journey



We encourage our students to be resourceful              
learners, and to be able to make their own decisions, being 
confident enough to act on their own initiative.

We encourage our students to be inquisitive 
learners, always asking the most challenging 
questions and to be eager to solve problems.

We encourage our students to be resilient in 
their learning that helps to deepen their 
understanding by making mistakes and 
learning how to improve.

We want our students to think carefully about their 
learning, recognise their strengths and understand 
how to improve and develop.



The importance of the 
BIST Learner Profile 

Attributes   



Extra-curricular and Enrichment 
activities
● Enrichment beyond the classroom

● ECAs - A range in the 3 areas: Academic, Sporting, 

Creativity. We encourage students to choose activities 

that they haven’t tried before and to broaden their skill 

set and interests. 

● Music Academy



Expectations of the students . . . .
● To be smartly dressed and demonstrating exemplary 

behaviour and manners throughout the school day and 
campus. 

● Staying organised and completing homework and ELOs 
to a high standard on time. 

● To engage with the learner profile attributes and 
the opportunities offered in all that they do.

● To embrace every opportunity to reach their full 
potential.


