9th October 2019

THE BROMSGROVIAN

Bromsgrove students have their say.

-

Picture taken by Ruthai (Gam) Laimthing Y9

Welcome to the first issue of the school newsletter - The Bromsgrovian. This is a
student initiative that has been implemented for the purpose of giving students at
Bromsgrove a platform for recognition, announcements, news and entertainment. We
want this newsletter to be valuable to you so please feel free to send us feedback and
suggestions to help us improve. Let us know what you would like to see and read about.
If you are passionate about a certain topic, or are interested in writing an article for us,
then please do! All submissions are rewarded house points, and all published
submissions are rewarded 5
 0 THB Teebar vouchers!

1

Thank you for your attention to our newsletter, we look forward to publishing lots of
interesting articles from the student body. Our monthly issues will be filled with helpful
study tips, events, news, games and so much more! In this month’s issue, you will find a
message from the Head Boy, insight into the Movie showdown; including exclusive
interviews from the house captains, there will also be some helpful study tips and an
interesting yet controversial article about information, disinformation, and keeping a
balanced perspective.

A message from the Head Boy
-

Rapee Limweshasin Y13
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Coral Reef Awareness
-

Gaia Franceschini Y13

I come from an island called Koh Samui. Every half term break I go back home and my
favourite thing to do is to go snorkelling. Each time I recall the last time I went
snorkelling; I notice that the waters are not as clear, the corals aren't as bright, and that
when I get out of the water, I smell of dead coral. This simply emphasises the horrifying
state in which the vast array of corals around the world are in right now. I would like to
bring to your attention the fact that our actions have a significant impact not only the
environment as it is now, but with lasting consequences on the environment for future
generations.
Just a bit of background information to start; a coral reef is made up of millions of coral
polyps. These are tiny animals that contain plants called algae - to allow sunlight to
penetrate through sea waters for food; corals are usually found in the warm, clear,
shallow waters of tropical oceans worldwide.
The picture shown below is a before and after comparison of a healthy coral reef and a
dying one. As you can see, it has lost all of its colour - it is dead.
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Coral reefs are one of the most important ecosystems in the world, and have been
called 'the rainforests of the sea' owing to the diverse range of plants and animals that
they support. Coral reefs are home to more than 25% of all marine life, and contain rare
species of plants and animals, acting as a biodiversity hotspot. They have functions
ranging from food provision and shelter for fish, (which also helps the fishing
industries) to protecting the shoreline from erosion and storm damage. Additionally,
revenue from tourists attracted to the beauty of coral reefs can be a significant source
of income for human communities.
Unfortunately, these beautiful coral reefs are in decline. Since most coral reefs form in
shallow waters near the shore, they are particularly vulnerable to the effects of human
activities. Some include:
● Overfishing
● Destructive fishing - using explosives to kill fish
● Coastal development - the construction of hotels and other infrastructure near or
on beaches
● Careless tourism - people touching reefs while snorkeling or diving, stirring up
sediment, collecting coral and dropping anchors on reefs
● Global warming/climate change
● Exploitation of the reef - such as coral harvesting used for jewelry
If you want to make a difference and help our declining planet, then please try your best
to do the following - this will not only help coral reefs but it will also help reduce the
effects of many problems that we are currently battling; avoid touching or taking apart
coral reefs when snorkelling or diving. It would also be super beneficial if you could get
involved in beach cleanups as this will help reduce the amount of trash that ends up
killing corals. Most importantly, do not litter! When trash ends up on a coral reef, it can
actually smother the corals, blocking the sunlight it needs for photosynthesis. Reducing
your carbon footprint - this really matters. Increasing carbon dioxide in the air can lead
to global warming, which causes coral to lose the algae that produce the food they
need, without the algae, they lose their colour and become white - this is also known as
coral bleaching - below is a picture of a bleached coral:
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Please be mindful of how you treat our beautiful
planet, Earth, as it is the only home we have. Thus it is
our duty to do our best and take care of it. To help our
world, we will need a global effort, but one that begins
with each and every individual... so s
 pread the word!
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What is Cancelled Culture and why
is it a real
problem?
 - Paulina Cadena (Yr 13) -

Cancelled culture is evident when an individual acts, says or does something, that the
general public finds to be unacceptable. This typically happens in a short period of time,
leading to the mixing of facts and opinions as such interactions tend to occur primarily
in social media. People then “cancel” you which means that you are an outcast and
hated by the public. Cancel culture has arisen with the expansion of social media. One
celebrity that was on the receiving end of being cancelled is Michael B. Jordan. On July
2018, he was spotted on a boat during his vacation in Italy. Users on Twitter complained
that Michael had been surrounded by too many white women and the lack of black
women with him was a demonstration of his lack of preference for black women. This is
only a small spec of the type of issues that arise when people get into the cancelled
culture movement. Michael had to later address in a video that he does enjoy the
company of women of all colours but even then users still complained about why he
chose to be in Italy instead of vacationing in Nigeria. It is ridiculous that a grown man
had to address the choices he made in his personal life, choices that in no way affect
any users on Twitter or anyone else for that matter. This is an example of an issue that
got very hot very quickly. Luckily, because of its lack of real relevance, it also
disappeared just as fast. However, not all individuals who are cancelled are as lucky;
some damage sticks like glue.
The real problem of cancelled culture comes when the effects of users
demanding action against individuals becomes permanent and real. It is common to
find that many people dig up old tweets of an individual and publish them online in order
to create hate. This is problematic when it has been years since the comments were
made or they were made when the individual was a teen. Teenagers mature and grow
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like any other person, so it is more than reasonable to say that the views you held when
you were younger are now not something you identify with as an adult. The digging up
of such statements can lead to real people being cancelled and being called out by the
public; they demand the organization that has them as an employee to fire them, which
often happens in order to save the face of the organisation. Real people that are
dependent on their job are publicly hated by mistakes made and the repercussions are
there forever. Victims, in some cases are permanently affected.
The takeaway from all of this is for you to think twice about what you are
participating in and the impact that social media and your words can have on others.

Can you complete the Bromsgrove
Learner Profile word search?
Curiosity
Determined
Independent
Kindness
Positivity
Reflective
Risk Taker
Team Player

7

Believe it or not?
-

Anonymous

In a world full of people who all believe in different things, a world full of contrasting
ideologies; the earth is round, the earth is hot dog shaped, the earth is flat. Have you
ever considered another person’s point of view? Who is to say what is right or wrong?
Well, there might be some people who will try to convince you that the earth is flat what would you say if they did?
Consider this...The earth is flat! We are cutting down trees to balance the world so that
we do not simply ‘tip over’ or slide off. Oh, by the way, the moon is not real; it's just a
giant hologram! How can you just trust NASA with such things? Maybe they are just
trying to trick us.
The thing is, if enough people believe in something for long enough, it will eventually
become true in their eyes. I remember being told that consumption of MSG causes hair
loss. I believed this for a long time until one day I asked my teacher about it and he said
it was nonsense and then I checked on Google and it turns out that what I believed to be
true, was in fact, not true.
So now you have read this far - is my purpose to convince you that the Earth is flat? Am I
trying to say that nothing you have ever believed in is true? Well, I will leave that
interpretation up to you. All and all, just be careful about the information intake you
receive, whether it be via phones, tablets or computers. Something that you believe to
be true right now, might be proven wrong sooner than you think. Just like how
sometimes Pluto is a planet and sometimes it is not. It is so easy for people to
manipulate the things you see on digital media, so be careful out there and do not
believe so easily; at least until you can see it with your own eyes and prove it with your
own mind. Everyone on the internet is constantly bombarded with information and
disinformation. Discussing your thoughts with people who are right in front of you might
be more beneficial than trying to scroll through pages and pages on the internet.
Perspective is a beautiful thing; there to be shared - not manipulated.
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The House Movie Showdown
- Kai Tarrant Y13
The house movie showdown has returned for a second consecutive year, and as one of
two house events that take up an eternity of time, it was only right we covered it. After
coming out victorious last year, Edwards set their targets on a consecutive title with
their rendition of the 1987 hit movie Dirty Dancing. Walters aim to continue their hot
start to the year having won the opening day house event and all sporting events so far
with their version of the franchise Star Wars. Taylor are hoping to win a first major
house event in two years with their take on the mega superhero series The Avengers.
We caught up with one of the Edwards heads of houses Nick Stanig to find out his
thoughts on how preparations were going, Nick states that “Preparations are going
really well, Edwards are the best as usual.” When pushed for a prediction on who was
going to come out victorious, Nick believed that Edwards were bound to win, then
Walters and finally in 3rd Taylor.
The day came around, anticipation levels were high and a filled auditorium looked on in
excitement, Taylor was first. Their version of The Avengers was not only hyper realistic,
but incredibly detailed. With opening scenes from Yura which left the entire crowd in
awe, and a fight scene between Kong and Ben which was simply incredible. Taylor had
improved greatly from last year, and set the bar high for the rest of the morning.
Walters were next, with Star wars. Kai, Jeana and Jetaime led a performance inspired by
previous years. The highlights were Rapee and Flukes Thai Style fight scene, “that”
teachers scene and finally Ice Cream and Alex’s convincing portrayal of Yoda teaching
Luke. Walters had met the bar Taylor originally set, and possibly raised it.
Edwards were last with Dirty Dancing. Now, I think it is fair to say that Edwards’ teachers
scene gave Walters a good run for its money, and the two teachers involved had
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outdone themselves. That followed by Nick and Tawfiq’s incredible ending scene gave
Edwards a good chance of victory once again.
Finally the results came in… yet again, Edwards had done it. Edwards were worthy
winners, then a close second were Walters and Taylor fell just short. But it’s fair to say
that all 3 houses had improved from last year and had set an incredibly high bar for the
rest of the year. Next up is the lip sync, and we shall see what awaits us.

Sudoku (Level: Easy)
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
every three-by-three box contains the digits 1 to 9.
If you find this one easy, scroll down to find a more
challenging one!
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Advice Column : Science Study Tips
-

Yujia (Cathy) Zhou Y13

Teachers’ quotes and guides
Dr Furze
1) Make sure you understand the concepts. It is much easier to remember it this
way.
2) Try to link new concepts to things that you already know - they are easier to
understand if it fits into your view of the world.
3) Always start from the basics, make sure you understand the basic topics and
concepts fully.
4) ASK QUESTIONS put effort into ensuring your understanding - if you don’t
understand something or something does not make sense, ask.
Ms Hardy
1) Be an expert of languages by memorising keywords and their definitions
2) Do a lot of reading about different topics you learned from magazines/journal
articles.
3) Visualise the concepts in Science, especially for biology. For example, you can
draw the diagrams of flowers, label each part and explain the functions.
Ms Lowry
1) Practice Practice Practice!
2) Always build in some time for sports during your revision.
3) Short sharp revision!
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Mr Barnes
1) The more interested you are in something - the easier it will be to learn. There’s
loads of news and article aggregators around the web that put together
daily/weekly updates of what is happening in science, technology and
engineering, find the ones you enjoy the most and follow them.
2) Sleep, exercise and diet, in that order. If you want to be a more efficient human
(at anything, not just science) then brush up on how these affect your ability to
learn and understand.
3) Discipline > inspiration. Discipline yourself and force yourself to do a thing at a
specific time, regularly. That way you can rack up a lot of practice hours of
whatever you are trying to learn, and that counts the most towards understanding
it and mastering it.

Sudoku (Level: Hard)
Complete the grid so that every row, column and every three-by-three box contains the
digits 1 to 9.
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Year 11 art students - brilliant
work
-

Wooh Yun (Jacob) Choi Y11 & Felix Braun-Friderici Y11

We have chosen two superb artists with some outstanding
art pieces. Eva (KoYirang) in year 11 who was inspired by
David Hockney - Eva has used various types of artistic
techniques and exhibited wonderful skills in her art piece.
Secondly, Pleum Bhuriwatt in year 11 has also created an
outstanding piece. For example, the stool’s mixed media
and the trophy. To give more
details about their work, Eva
used a hot glue gun and paper
without pencils or paints.
Whereas, Pleum used only fine
line pens to create his work. Later in the year, they will both
be taking their IGCSE Art exam and will have six hours to
create an art piece; and individual students have different
topics given to them in the exam. For example, Eva needs to
work on a piece based on the word “pool.” Both of these
students are looking forward to their coursework and
exams...they are ready to do well and put in their best effort.
There will be an art work exhibition towards the end of the
year.
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P.E. IGCSE students
-

Wooh Yun (Jacob) Choi Y11 & Felix Braun-Friderici Y11

We interviewed two IGCSE P.E. students; Alen and Isabel. Alen has already finished his
P.E. IGCSE and is currently an A-level student. The IGCSE P.E. exam consists of two
parts - the Practical exam and a theory exam. According to Alen, swimming was the
hardest part on his practical exam. On the other hand, Isabel is currently studying her
P.E. IGCSE, and indicated that the theory part in P.E. has the same level of difficulty as
Biology. She expressed concern over her future exam, but she hopes to do well. To give
some information about Isabel and Alen, they are some of the top athletes at
Bromsgrove; Isabel’s main sports are football, running, and athletics, while Alen’s main
sports are basketball, badminton, and athletics. They both participate in most of the
sporting events such as boarding Thursday team time, the fun run, and inter-school
matches. A big upcoming sporting event is the Fun Run, where all of us secondary
Bromsgrovians need to run at least five kilometers and two kilometers for the primary
school students. We encourage everyone to take part, even if it seems daunting, we
believe in you!
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